
DRAFT      Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12 March 2014      DRAFT 
 

Present David Cooper (DC) Keith Fletcher (KF)    Peter Lemaire (PL)    David Pryce-Jones (DPJ)  
Roger Moore (RM) Penny Cooper (Clerk) 

 
158 Apologies: Sue Irzykowska 

RESOLVED  Apologies accepted & absence approved. 

159 Declarations of interest: RM declared an interest in agenda item 9 (& took no part in discussion of 
that matter) 

160 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed.  
 
161 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or 

under relevant sections. Letters of thanks to Mr Rosier & Mr Hicks for dealing with the fallen tree in 

Days Lane. Mr Grant thanked for affixing litter bin lids. Asked ORCC Rural Housing Enabler for an 

update on affordable housing and got the latest Progress Report – nothing new – so will continue to 

maintain contact....Research into listing assets of community value has begun – it should be noted 

that listing is most worthwhile when there is a realistic chance of raising sufficient funds to 

purchase the asset. It has been established that parish councils pay 50% charges when making a 

planning application (unless facilities for disabled are involved).  

162 County/District Councillors reports  
No district councillors were present, nor apologies received.  
 

163     Accounts & Administration  
PC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
RESOLVED   Community Pavilion monies to be put on deposit only when the fund is large enough to 
be held separately from general EPC reserves.                                                                                       
RESOLVED  draft an amendment to Standing Orders to delegate responsibility for planning 
decisions (under certain circumstances) to the Clerk.                                                                            Clerk                                                                           

 
164 OCC Consultation on Draft Minerals & Waste Local Plan 
 RESOLVED  DPJ will respond on behalf of the Council.                                                                             DPJ

   
165 South & Vale Consultation on new Street Trading Policy 
 RESOLVED  DC’s comments to be forwarded.                                                                                          Clerk 
 
166 Planning  P14/S0527/HH & P14/S0528/LB Repairs, alterations & extensions to Greyhound House  

RESOLVED  approved. 
 
167 Planning  P14/S0353/LB Waterproofing at The Manor   

RESOLVED  approved 
 
168 Health & Safety 
 Rachel Wallis has been contacted about the dead trees which are a potential hazard close to the 

Icknield Way. Councillors & volunteers have cleared some dead wood from the Common; DC kindly 
offered to make enquiries about clearing the rest.                                                                                     DC                                 



OCC is investigating ownership of verges at the far end of The Common and by the school playing 
field, but in the meantime, report the dead tree resting on the school playing field fence to OCC and 
remind OCC that the trees in Days Lane – marked up last year, have still to be dealt with.          Clerk 

 OCC Drainage Engineers have inspected flooding at Benson Road, and attempted some jetting. 
More recently flooding at the eastern end of The Street is causing distress. OCC has diagnosed the 
problem & work should begin within the next two weeks. As water is still entering 1 London House 
Cottages, contact OCC to ask whether temporary measures – perhaps a pump – might alleviate the 
problem.                                                                                                                                                         Clerk  

 KF was thanked for offering to make warning signs – livestock grazing – for The Common, and for 
repairing the play area gate. 

 
169 Village maintenance  

Water is coming up through the floor in the The Pavilion; it was agreed that nothing can be done at 
present. It is likely that wheelie bins are being mixed up at The Common, and clean ones going 
astray. 
RESOLVED  EPC bins to be marked                                                                                                                  KF                                                                              
Mike Smith – OCC Drains – is happy to meet councillors to try to find a solution to the Ditch 
problem. Invite Richard Davey.                                                                                                                  Clerk 
KF cleared the drain outside the Village Hall, but sludge & debris remains a hazard. 
RESOLVED  contact SODC to clear.                                                                                                             Clerk 

 
170 Correspondence 

Mr Jenkins has acknowledged EPC’s letter of thanks. The VHMC will discuss EPC’s letter at its next 
meeting, but it was agreed that EPC has no active part to play in the running and maintenance of 
the Hall.  

 
171 Other items of interest 

DC attended a traffic forum on 7 March but was not particularly impressed by the event. KF 
suggested putting together a list of useful contacts.  
 

 The meeting closed at 21:20 
 
 
Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
  
 

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 9 April                                    
 

 

Notes from a meeting of Parish Councillors held in the Watercress Centre at 19:30 on Monday 31st March 

2014. 

  

Present: Peter Lemaire, David Cooper,  Keith Fletcher, Roger Moore. 

 Apologies: David Pryce-Jones, Sue Irzykowsky. 

  

Objective: To provide villagers and interested parties with an opportunity to express their views on the 

action, if any, they would like to see the EPC take with respect to the flooding on the recreation ground.  

  



1) The meeting was well attended by villagers and organisations with an interest in the recreation ground; 

the latter included the Horticultural Society, the Chiltern Chase, and the Pavilion Working Group.   

2) It was agreed that: 

 the recreation ground was a key facility 

 on present information the frequency of extreme weather and therefore flooding was likely to increase 

 as the existing field drains, installed in 1964, had not been maintained, they were probably no longer as 

effective as they had been 

 3) The conclusions of the discussion were: 

1. On the basis of the 2000/2001 flood, it would wise to assume that the ground could be out 

of action until August ( however, an earlier date might be possible as there were signs that 

the water level was falling) 

2. No short term action was required other than to: 

1. try and find the outlet of the field drain 

2. possibly make a small trench across the front of the pavilion to divert surface runoff 

away from the pavilion and its foundations 

3. Long term, the EPC should appoint a small group to: 

1. Explore the options and costs for keeping the recreation ground free from flooding 

2. Identify sources of funding 

3. Make recommendations to the EPC with a view to any work required being 

completed in time for the 2015 cricket season. 

(Sam Gillman offered his help & is willing to be co-opted onto this working group)  

 

The meeting closed at around 20:30.   Roger Moore 
 

 


